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Brief History 
 

 
The Association for Asian Studies (AAS) is a scholarly, non-political and 
non-profit professional association open to all persons interested in Asia and 
the study of Asia.  The Association determined to transfer Bibliography of 
Asian Studies (BAS) to an electronic database, incorporating all entries from 
the print volumes for the years 1971 to 1991 and entering new citations from 
1991 onward. From May 23, 2016, the Bibliography of Asian Studies (BAS) 
is hosted by EBSCO via its EBSCOhost platform. 



 
Scope and Coverage 

 
Bibliography of Asian Studies (BAS) contains nearly 900,000 records on all 
subjects. It is especially highlighted on the humanities and the social 
sciences. It covers Eastern, Southeastern, and South Asian worldwide 
published materials from 1971 to the present. 
BAS uniquely also includes citations to Western-language chapters in edited 
volumes, conference proceedings, anthologies, Festschriften, and more. 
 

 
Kind of Information 

 
In BAS each record contains information on author, title of the article or 
book, citation of journal title/issue number or book title and publication 
information, subject, and ID number of the record. Result page displays 10 
records on a screen. Some example is given below for clear understanding. 
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Special Features 

 
 All records are in Unicode-format for easy compatibility with current 

browsers and other programs. 
 

 Links to many journals, particularly ones published in Asia. 
 

 Links to the contents of edited volumes, conference proceedings, 
anthologies, Festschriften and similar publications. 

 
Arrangement Pattern- 

 
 

To get information (generally title of document) one can browse the BAS in 
two ways: i) by journal title and ii) by country-subject. 
 
 
 



 
 
With the clicking on “Browse the BAS by Country-Subject” on the top page 
of the database, it provides an alphabetical listing of the subject headings, 
first by country or area, then by subject, most of which are further 
subdivided.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
In above example under Country-Subject: country Japan and subject 
Literature is sub-divided in Poetry and again sub-divided into Studies and 
Criticism. 
Also one can search document by various option like author, title, year of 
publication, subject, country, journal title, keyword, and ISSN via advance or 
simple search.  
 

 
Remarks 

 
The Bibliography of Asian Studies (BAS) is the single most important record 
of research and scholarly literature on East, Southeast, and South Asia 
written in Western languages. 
 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 Indian National Bibliography (INB) (http://inbonline.nic.in/) 

 
 Bibliographies for the study of Southern Asia 

Bibliographic list of documents appeared with the clicking on particular division 



 

(https://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/southasia/bibliographies.html) 
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