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Brief History 
 

 
The Education Resources Information Center, sponsored by the Institute of 
Education Sciences (IES) of the U.S. Department of Education, produces a 
large international database of journal and non-journal education literature.  
The ERIC started its journey in 1966.  The new look of this website was 
established in 2014. ERIC database and Thesaurus files made free and open 
for download without a license.  
 

 
Scope and Coverage 

 
ERIC provides access to 1.5 million bibliographic records (citations, abstracts, 
and other pertinent data) of journal articles and other education-related 
materials, with hundreds of new records added every week. A key component 



of ERIC is its collection of grey literature in education, which is largely 
available in full text in Adobe PDF format. Approximately one quarter of the 
complete ERIC Collection is available in full text. Materials with no full text 
available (primarily journal articles) can often be accessed using links to 
publisher websites and/or library holdings. It covers various types of 
documents like Journal articles, Books, Research syntheses, Conference 
papers, Technical reports, Policy papers, Other education-related materials. 
 

 
Kind of Information  

 
In case of journal articles ERIC provides the basic bibliographic information 
for each entry, which includes title of article, author of article, journal name, 
volume and issue number, page number, and year. It also includes abstract of 
article, ISSN of journal, ERIC number, language and so on. An example is 
given below. 
 

  
 
More details of this entry are presented below through screen shot. 
 

 
 

        
 



 
 
Similarly in case of books ERIC provides the basic bibliographic information 
for each entry, which includes title of book, author of book, publication detail, 
page number, and year. It also includes short description of books, ISBN, 
ERIC number, language and so on. An example is given below. 
                                                       

 
 

                                         
 

 
Special Features 

 
 It provides links to various social networking sites like Facebook, Twitter. 

 
 Links to online submission form, you tube videos on ERIC, webinars, 

presentations etc. are available. 
 

 It links to ERIC Thesaurus and provision for downloading ERIC Thesaurus and 
Database is available. 

 
 
Remarks 

 
The mission of ERIC is to provide a comprehensive, easy-to-use, searchable, 
Internet-based bibliographic and full-text database of education research and 
information for educators, researchers, and the general public. Education 
research and information are essential to improving teaching, learning, and 
educational decision-making. 
 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) (https://doaj.org/) 

 
 African Journals OnLine (AJOL) (http://www.ajol.info/) 
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