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Brief History 
 

 
The history of the National Library began with the formation of the Calcutta 
Public Library in 1836. The Imperial Library was formed in 1891 by 
combining a number of Secretariat libraries in Calcutta.  Amalgamation 
project of CPL and Imperial Library was done in 1903. After the 
independence the Government of India changed the name of the Imperial 
Library as the National Library. On 1 February 1953 the National Library was 
opened to the public. The first official website of the National Library 
(www.nlindia.org) was launched on 22 January 2002 at 4.30 P.M. by H. E. Sri 
Viren J. Shah, the then Governor of West Bengal. 
 



 
Scope and Coverage 

 
It covers various documents including Indian documents, English & Foreign 
languages documents, Rare Books, Science and Technology related 
documents, Indian Official Documents, Foreign Official Documents, 
Newspapers and Periodicals, Manuscripts, Maps and Prints, Microforms. It 
covers the different Indian languages like Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, 
Kannada, Kashmiri, Malayalam, Marathi, Oriya, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Sindhi, 
Tamil, Telugu and Urdu. Sanskrit language division Pali and Prakrit also 
present. English books published in India are included. Covers over 2,270,000 
books, 86,000 maps and 3,200 manuscripts.  
 

 
Kind of Information  

 
In this online catalogue each entry provides bibliographic information 
including author name, title, physical descriptions, publications details, 
subjects, ISBN, series etc.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

After clicking “view Details” Bibliographic Detail appeared. 



 
 

 
Special Features 

 
 Links to national library website home page. 

 
 A good contact option present.  

 
 Directory of Online Journals links available. 

 
 It provides the link of NIC (National Informatics Center). 

 
 
Arrangement Pattern 

 
One can search the documents via author, title, ISBN, subject, call number 
wise or also can any word search. After search entries are appeared according 
to classified order (according to call number). e.g.: 
 

 
 
 
Classified arrangement. 
 

 
Remarks 

 
Research scholars, Government agencies, universities and national level 
institutions may make use of this facility. Selected lists of reading materials or 
bibliographies are prepared by the library on request. Special bibliographies 
are prepared to augment the exhibitions, which the National Library holds. 
This catalogue provides bibliographies and / or bibliographic statistics to 
national and international organizations. It provides support to the Central 
Reference Library, Kolkata, in compiling the Indian National Bibliography. 
 



 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 The British National Bibliography (BNB) (http://bnb.bl.uk/) 

 
 Online catalogue : The National Library of Ireland  

( http://www.nli.ie/en/online-catalogue.aspx) 
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