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Brief History 
 

 
In 2001, a research project was undertaken to examine the feasibility of 
developing a UK National Union Catalogue, for all materials, including 
monographs and serials. During this project, the researchers met with 
librarians and academics and one of the main messages which emerged 
was that there was a real need for improved information about serials 
held in the UK, including information about the existence and location 
of serials and also details about serials holdings. That was the initiation 
of SUNCAT. SUNCAT development was scheduled in three phases: 
Phase 1 (2003-04): a union catalogue was created from the records of 
twenty two leading research libraries and from CONSER and the ISSN 
Register. Records are held in MARC21 format and cover a critical mass 
of titles held in UK research libraries. 



 
Phase 2 (2005-07): coverage increased to include specialist collections 
and older and rarer materials. SUNCAT became the first port of call for 
information about serials held in UK libraries. 
Phase 3 (2007- ): the service is consolidating to ensure its long-term 
stability. 
 
 

 
Scope and Coverage 

 
SUNCAT is the Serials Union Catalogue for the UK research 
community, delivered by EDINA on behalf of Jisc. SUNCAT contains 
records for both print and electronic serials, including open access titles. 
SUNCAT contains information about serials at the title level, it does not 
contain article level information. SUNCAT is a tool to locate where 
serials are held in the UK.  
The catalogue contains information on both print and electronic serials, 
including journals, periodicals, newspapers, newsletters, magazines, 
annual reports and other publications of a continuing nature. The 
coverage of SUNCAT is steadily increasing, now with serials 
information from more than 100 libraries of the most significant 
research libraries in UK, including the national libraries (the British 
Library and the National Libraries of Scotland and Wales), most of the 
larger universities, key specialist libraries and the Directory of Open 
Access Journals (DOAJ). List of some libraries are: Aberdeen 
University, Aberystwyth University, Bath University, Birmingham 
University, Bolton University, Bradford University, Bristol University, 
British Film Institute, British Library, British Museum, Brunel 
University London, Cambridge University, Cardiff University, City 
University of London etc. 
  
 

 
Kind of Information 

 
Against a particular search entries are appeared here in a listed form. 
Under an entry (hyperlinked title of journal) detail bibliographic 
information of that particular entry is available here. In SUNCAT, the 
bibliographic information includes title, uniform title, added title, 
author, publisher name, publication history, frequency, language, 
location, ISSN, etc. An example is given below for clear understanding. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
    
The holding institutions are mentioned here. 
 

 
 
 



 
MARC view of an entry also present here. 
 

 
                            (Its not a complete view) 
 

 
Special Features 

 
 A satellite map (that indicates the location of members library) 

present here. 
 
 Links to social networking sites Facebook, Twitter, Google++ 

etc. 
 

 Latest news and events are avaiable here regarding suncat 
database. 
 

 Feedback and good contact option present. 
 

 Information on SUNCAT steering committee and bibliographic 
advisory group are mentioned here. 
 

 Users of UK and Other can register their profile via different 
form. 

 
 

 
Arrangement Pattern 

 
Under the search option one can search any topic by various categories 
(like exact title, ISSN, publisher, place of publication, series, subject 
heading etc.). Then under a particular category entries are arranged in 
alphabetical order. some examples are given below. 
 
For topic ‘Economic’ and category ‘Exact title’ entries are: 
 
 



 

 

 
 
For topic ‘Economic’ and category ‘Publisher’ entries are: 
 

 
 

 
Remarks 

 
SUNCAT helps researchers, students, librarians and others to locate 
serials held in libraries across the UK. In SUNCAT the catalogue 
contains information on both print and electronic serials, including 
journals, periodicals, newspapers, newsletters, magazines, annual 
reports and other publications of a continuing nature.  
SUNCAT last updated on Friday, 25 November 2016 16:47:03  
 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) (https://doaj.org/) 

 
 African Journals OnLine (AJOL) (http://www.ajol.info/) 
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