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Brief History 
 

 
In 2001 the OECD decided to develop the Glossary of Statistical 
Terms. This Glossary database, available on the internet since January 
2002 at www.oecd.org/std/glossary. It also available in pdf and word 
that can be downloaded to user’s system. The content of the Internet 
version is updated throughout the year.  



 
Scope and Coverage 

 
This online Glossary database currently contains over 6 900 definitions. 
     
 

 
 
Kind of Information 

 

The meaning of the terms, description and short notes on those terms 
are available here. See and see also references are also available here. Some 
terms within the meaning of a particular entry are cross referenced. Date of 
creation and date of last updating are also mentioned here. Some examples are 
given below for clear understanding.  

“Bar chart” 

 
 
 
 
“Check digit” 

    

 
 
 
Special Features 

 

 Advanced filter search option available here. 



 

 

 

 

 ‘All word search’ and ‘any words search’ facility available. 

 Downloadable version of this dictionary is linked here. 

 Various type of statistical data available through the ‘OECD 
statistics’ links.  

 
Arrangement Pattern 

     
Entries are arranged alphabetically. Under an alphabet the entries 
which start with that particular alphabet are also arranged 
alphabetically. For an example mention may be made of Data capture, 
Data checking, Data collection, Data collection programme, Data 
confrontation, Data consumer, Data correction, Data cube etc. which 
come under the alphabet “D”. 
 

 
Remarks 

 
This site valuable for professionals and for anyone who comes into 
contact with the terms and concepts of statistics. It is beautifully 
explained and written in a clear and concise style.  
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 Statistics Glossary (http://www.statsoft.com/textbook/statistics-
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