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IOC Vice-President: Los Angeles and Paris ‘Consensus’ Vital for Olympic Joint 
Awarding 
 
March 26, 2017 
 

 
 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) vice-president Juan Antonio Samaranch Jr has insisted that a joint awarding 
of the 2024 and 2028 Games will only take place with the full “consensus” of Los Angeles and Paris. 
Speaking at a media event held in Madrid today, Samaranch also denied claims that corruption is one of “many 
problems” facing the IOC. 
A working group was set-up by IOC President Thomas Bach last week in order to consider the possibility of 
awarding both the 2024 and 2028 editions of the Olympic and Paralympic Games at this year’s IOC Session in Lima 
scheduled for September 13. 
The Californian city and the French capital are the only bidders left in what was originally a five-horse race before the 
withdrawal of Hamburg, Rome and Budapest. 
It is seen as a means to avoid disappointing either city and to ensure mid-term stability for the event. 
Both bidders, however, have repeatedly insisted that they are only interested in the 2024 event. 
Concerns have also been expressed on the dangers of changing the process midway through and about alienating 
other cities considering a 2028 bid. 
Samaranch, one of four individuals chairing the panel along with fellow vice-presidents John Coates of Australia, 
Uğur Erdener of Turkey and Yu Zaiqing of China, claimed that ongoing Olympic bidding reforms will benefit repeat 
contenders such as Madrid. 
“It [a joint awarding] is not decided, but neither is it off the table,” the Spaniard was quoted as saying by the EFE 
news agency. 
“If it were to go that way, it would be with the consensus of both cities. 
“First [priority] is to change the selection system and then we will see if it can be applied to the current process, with 
absolute consensus.” 
Madrid finished third in the election for the 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games behind Istanbul and winners 
Tokyo. 
The Spanish capital also finished third in the 2012 race won by London and second in the 2016 contest won by Rio de 
Janeiro. 
If both Games are awarded this year, then Madrid would not be able to bid again until the 2032 edition. 
Samaranch claims the city would benefit from reform, though, due to a possible plan to reduce costs for repeat 
contenders. 
 
By Nick Butler 
 
Republished with permission from insidethegames.biz.  
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The Sport Digest, an electronic document, is a publication of the United States 
Sports Academy. It is designed to disseminate knowledge about issues of 
sport, fitness, and health for professionals as well as anyone seeking 
information in sports field. 
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