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Brief History 
 

The International Encyclopedia of Communication is a project that has been 
developed by the International Communication Association (ICA) and Blackwell 
Publishing (in the meantime becoming Wiley-Blackwell), the publisher of most ICA 
journals and an ICA book series. This encyclopedia came into market in March, 
2008.  It was published simultaneously both print and online versions to provide 
users with the opportunity to access this key resource in the most convenient 
manner. The International Encyclopedia of Communication is now regularly 
updated and per year adding new articles and adding new features. 



 
Scope and Coverage 

 
The encyclopedia has included all the articles under 5 headings: 
 
Subject: 

 

Place: 

 

Period: 

 

People: 

 

Key Topics: 

 

1386 articles are included in this encyclopedia. 
 
Kind of Information 
 

 

The encyclopedia gives provision to know about the sample articles, like: 
“Accounting Research”,  “Apologies & Remedial Episodes”,  “Ethnography of 
Communication”, “Goffman, Erving” and “Questions & Questioning”. All these 
articles have good length and provide good description about their topics with 
figures where applicable. At the end the articles includes list of references and 
suggested readings and citing style. 
 
 



 
Special Features 

  
 The online version offers: 

 Continuous and immediate 24/7 access to a major new resource for 
Communication Studies for students, academics and researchers; 

 Powerful searching and browsing capabilities; 
 Extensive cross-referencing and Open URL technology; 
 An accessible, easy to navigate user interface; 
 Self administered access; online using their library card. 
 Industry standard usage reporting; 
 MARC records support; 

 Librarians or account administrators have the option to allow their users to 
access The International Encyclopedia of Communication; 
 

 International Encyclopedia of Communication Online is available to 
institutions as a subscription or a one-time purchase giving library unlimited 
access to the resource; 

 
 
Arrangement Pattern 

 
The list of entries is associated with an excel sheet at the home page of the 
encyclopedia and in this excel sheet there is an option to arrange all the articles 
chronologically according to oldest to newest and newest to oldest entries. 
 

 
Remarks 

 

The website includes some reviews of this encyclopedia: 

"This encyclopaedia ... .Genuinely impresses and supersedes the opposition. It’s 
combination of wide coverage, sensible construction, international reach, subject 
objectivity, and hospitality to natural language searches makes it attractive to 
libraries where extensive use will take place.” (Reference Reviews, January 2009).  

"Other works … do not match this work’s depth of scholarship. Definitive, 
authoritative, and scholarly, it is highly recommended for academic libraries large 
and small.” (Library Journal, June 2008). 

"With its impressive list of contributors and comprehensive list of entries, The 
International Encyclopedia of Communication is an essential reference book for 
Communication Scholars." Michael X. Delli Carpini, Dean, The Annenberg School 
for Communication, University of Pennsylvania.  

"In terms of the range of themes, entries and authors, this is truly international and 
encyclopedic. This will remain the most comprehensive reference source in 
communication for years to come." Eddie C. Y. Kuo, Editor, Asian Journal of 
Communication and Professor, Wee Kim Wee School of Communication and 
Information, Nanyang Technological University.  



 

  

 

 

"An extraordinary gift to our field - and to anyone interested in communication in all 
its aspects. Both a wise look back emphasizing continuity and a timely examination 
of trends, issues and concerns that reflect change. Vital for any media scholar's 
library." Everette E. Dennis, Larkin Distinguished Professor, Fordham University 
Graduate School of Business.  

"This vast, comprehensive and balanced Encyclopedia will remain for many decades 
the essential reference book for any scholar in the field of communication." Esteban 
Lopez-Escobar, Professor, University of Navarra.  
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