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Brief History 
 

 
The Encyclopedia of Science Fiction is an English language reference 
work on science fiction, first published in 1979. 

This first edition, edited by Peter Nicholls with John Clute, was published 
by Granada. It was retiledThe Science Fiction Encyclopedia when 
published by Doubleday in the United States. Accompanying its text were 
numerous black and white photographs illustrating authors, book and 



magazine covers, film and TV stills, and examples of artists' work. 

A second edition, jointly edited by Nicholls and Clute, was published in 
1993 by Orbit in the UK and St. Martin's Press in the US. The second 
edition contained 1.3 million words, almost twice the 700,000 words of the 
1979 edition.  

The paperback edition included an addendum. Unlike the first edition, the 
print versions did not contain illustrations. There was also a CD-ROM 
version in 1995, styled variously as The Multimedia Encyclopedia of 
Science Fiction and Grolier Science Fiction. This contained text updates 
through 1995, hundreds of book covers and author photos, a small number 
of old film trailers, and author video clips taken from the TVOntario 
seriesPrisoners of Gravity. 

The companion volume, published after the second print edition and 
following its format closely, is The Encyclopedia of Fantasy edited by John 
Clute and John Grant. 

All print and CD-ROM editions are currently out of print. 

In July 2011, Orion Publishing Group announced that the third edition of 
the Science Fiction Encyclopedia would be released online later that year 
by SFE Ltd in association with Victor Gollancz, Orion's science fiction 
imprint. The "beta text" of the third edition launched online on 2 October 
2011, with editors John Clute, David Langford, Peter Nicholls (now Editor 
Emeritus) and Graham Sleight. The encyclopedia is updated regularly 
(usually several times a week) by the editorial team with material written by 
themselves and contributed by science fiction academics and experts. 
 

 
Scope and Coverage 

 
The encyclopedia provides entries under following categorical division and 
subdivision.  
 
 Authors 

 Art (This category contains entries for artists and other 
topics related to sf art). 

 
 Author (This category contains entries for sf authors). 
 
 Editor (This category contains entries for editors in the sf 

field). 
 
 People (This category contains entries for people who 

are notable in sf media: film- and TV-makers are tagged as 
People to distinguish them from productions). 

 
 

 Critic (This category contains entries for critics, 
reviewers, and academics of importance to sf). 

 
 House name (This category contains entries for "house 

names" - that is, pseudonyms owned by a publisher and 
used by one or more authors). 



 
 
 
 

 Themes 
 Theme (This category contains entries for themes, 

motifs, and terminology). 
 Media 

 Game (This category contains entries for sf-related 
games and game designers). 

 
 Film (This category contains entries for sf movies and  

movie-makers). 
 
 

 TV (This category contains entries for sf tv series and 
people associated to sf tv). 

 
 Comics (This category contains entries for sf comics and 

graphic novels, and their creators). 
 

 Music (This category contains entries for sf-related music 
and its creators). 

 
 Character (This category contains entries for characters 

who have appeared in sf-related media). 
 

 Radio (This category contains entries for sf radio 
programmes and their creators). 

 
 Culture 

 Publication (This category contains entries for sf 
magazines and fanzines, including online magazines). 

 
 Community (This category is for entries related to the 

larger sf community, such as conventions, organizations, 
and publishers). 

 
 Fan (This category is for entries about sf fandom, 

fanzines, and fanzine producers). 
 

 Award (This category is for entries about awards in the sf 
field). 

 
 International (This category is for entries about sf across 

the world). 
 
[Note: Here sf means science fiction.] 

 
The online edition of The Encyclopedia of Science Fiction was released in 
October 2011 with 12,230 entries, totaling 3,200,000 words. It contained 
4,000,000 words in January 2013. As of the latest update to this page on 25 
August 2016, the encyclopedia contains 16,760 entries totaling 5,215,996 
words. There are 186,283 internal hyperlinks between entries, 
corresponding to cross-references in past book editions. 



 
Kind of Information 

 
The articles in this encyclopedia give a provision to know about the various 
topics of science fictions.  
 
Example from “Authors” category 
 
The article under the category author, named “Adeler, Max” gives 
following kind of information: 
 
 Brief description about the author including his works; 

 
 Gives one see also reference “ Shared Worlds”;      

 

 Under his pseudonym “Charles Heber Clark”, the article includes 
the date and the place of the birth and death of the author; 

 
 Chronological and alphabetical checklist of author’s works. The 

following screen shot displays the chronological list of 10 works of 
this author: 
 

 
 
 

 Under the heading “links” there are following links : 
 

 
 Also includes previous version of this entry; 

 
 
Example from “Theme” category 
 



The article “Aliens” is under the “Theme” category. This entry gives 
following kinds of information. 
 
 Publication date of the article, i.e.,  April 23, 2016; 

 
 The category name, i.e., Theme; 

 
 The sharing options, like “Print”, “Tweet”, “Share”, “Email”, 

“Google +”; 
 

 Links to previous and next 858 number of articles from the 
alphabetic list of articles under Theme category. Under 
“Incoming” option, the encyclopedia provides an alphabetic list of 
cross referenced articles from various categories along withTheme 
category; 

 
 Thisarticle gives a comprehensive description on the topic “aliens” 

and includes many hyperlinked words in the article which are 
connected to the related articlesof the encyclopedia; 

 
 Within the text of the article, the encyclopedia provides links of 

see references articles; 
 

 Further reading list; 
 

 Two see also references, like Music and SF Music; 
 

 
 24 Previous versions of this articles; 
 
 At the top right hand side of the article there is a list of recently 

viewed articles. 
 
 

 
Special Features 

 
 This encyclopedia is connected with Twitter, Facebook. User can also 

give feedback to the SFE editors. 
 

 
 
 User can browse the whole collection by clicking the following 



blue hyperlinked buttons. 
 

 
 
 

 The encyclopedia provides news about the encyclopedia. 
 
 

 The encyclopedia has a link to SF Gateway. Thousands of classic 
science fiction and fantasy titles are provided through the 
Gateway. 

 

 
 
 

 
Arrangement Pattern 

 
All entries are arranged alphabetically under its categories.  
 



 

  

 

 

 
 

 
Remarks 

 
Despite its being a work in progress, this third edition of the encyclopedia 
won the 2012 British Science Fiction Association Award for Best 
Nonfiction, the 2012 European SF Society award as Best Promoter (of the 
sf genre) and the 2012 Hugo for Best Related Work. 
 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 New World Encyclopedia 
(http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Science_Fiction) 
 
 The Canadian Encyclopedia 
(http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/science-
fiction/) 
 

 
Date of Access 

 
September 1, 2016. 


