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Brief History 
 

 
Govinfo is a service of the United States Government Publishing Office (GPO), 
which is a Federal agency in the legislative branch. GPO launched govinfo in 
February 2016 as a beta website, which means it is a work in progress. 
 

 
 
Scope and Coverage 

 

Govinfo provides free public access to more than a million official publications from 
all three branches of the Federal Government. It covers GPO documents &as well as 
other documents that manages to give information about government information. 

 
 
Kind of Information 

 
Govinfo is free U.S. Government information for all. In this site, documents are 
arranged under a-z alphabetically, specific collections, under date, committee and 
author. All of these are subdivided into categories, subcategories and micro-
categories. Each category holds documents, into its sub-categories. The sub-
categories hold documents into its micro categories. Users can easily select a 
particular search process from these to go to a particular document. 
 

 
 
                                         (documents of Congressional Bills) 
 
The above picture shows that each document can be downloaded in PDF format, can 
be seen in text, and in xml format. The details of the document come with summary 
and related documents. Summary holds information like Category, Collection, and 
Full Title etc. Even the documents can be shown in MODS command mode and 
PREMIS mode. The document is also available in Zip format.  
 

 
Special Features 

 
 In addition to provide an advanced, metadata-powered search experience, 

govinfo includes a content management system and a standards-compliant 
preservation repository. 



 

 
 

 
 Recent publications and featured news are given on the home-page. 
 Different types of news related to Developers (Developer Hub, Bulk Data 

Repository, API, and System Design) are given here. 
 A particular title of a document can be selected to know citations. 

 
 
Arrangement Pattern 

 
The list of titles is arranged alphabetically, it is not an exhaustive list of all available 
documents, but provides a view of the scope of publications available. The list also 
includes outside links to GPO partner resources. Under a particular letter, documents 
are also arranged alphabetically. 

 
Categories and sub-categories are also arranged alphabetically. Under a subcategory 
documents are arranged reverse chronological order, that means current documents 
appears first in the list….... 

 
 

 
 
Remarks 

 

GovInfo.Gov is a new, dynamic way for the public to discover and access 
Government information on the three branches of the Federal Government. Govinfo 
is a user-friendly, modernized site that provides an easy to use navigation system 
accessible on smartphones, tablets, laptops and personal computers. This new site 
will eventually replace the FDsys website. 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 GOV Spot ( http://www.govspot.com/) 
 USA.GOV (https://www.usa.gov/) 
 Data.Gov : The home of the U.S Government’s open data(https://www.data.gov/) 
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