
 
Name of the Tool 
 

 
AGSL Digital photo archive - Africa 

 
Home Page 

 

 
 

 
Logo 

 

 
 

 
URL 

 
https://uwm.edu/lib-collections/africa/ 

 
Subject  

  
Africa – Photograph collections – Archives 
Africa – Images 

 
Accessibility 

 
Free  

 
Language 

 
English 

 
Publisher 
 

 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Libraries. 

 
Brief History 
 

 
The UWM Libraries established a digitization program in the fall of 2001. 



 
Scope and Coverage 

 
The current selection of the AGSL Digital Photo Archive - Africa focuses on the 
countries of southern and eastern Africa. The coverage of this digital collection will 
expand as more photos are added to the site. 
 

 
Kind of Information 

 
AGSL Digital Photo Archive - Africa presents a selection of images from the 
extensive photographic holdings of the American Geographical Society (AGS) 
Library. These images were selected from the Richard U. Light and Mary (Light) 
Meader Collection. 
 
This digital collection contains approximately 1080 images from Mary Upjohn 
Light's aerial photography in 1937-38. Mrs. Light was an adventurous aerial 
photographer who flew with Dr. Richard Upjohn Light, a geographer and pilot, over 
the continents of South America and Africa. They were the first to produce aerial 
photographs of these continents. Some of the first aerial photographs of the pyramids 
in Egypt are present in the Light/Meader Collection of negatives. The negatives, and 
accompanying photos and photography logs, are housed at the American 
Geographical Society Library and were scanned as part of the 2010-2012 NEH Grant 
Project to digitize the library's collection of nitrate negatives. 
 
All the images are displayed as below, to see this display page users need to click on 
the browse all item. 
 

            
 

 
Special Features 

 

 Images can be sorted by title, 
photographer, description, subject etc. 

                                   

 



 

 Users can narrow their search by selecting these 
options. 
 
                       
 
 
 
 

 Users can see the full description of the images from the thumbnail view  easily 
by clicking on any images.  
 

                    
 

 Facilities to save or download the images, zoom in and zoom out etc. are also 
provided. 
 

 Users can order for an image by clicking on order images, they need to use a 
form to submit an order for high-resolution digital reproductions of images 
included in the UWM Libraries Digital Collections. A reproduction fee is 
charged for high-resolution, preservation-quality copies in TIFF format. 

 
         Reproduction Fees 
         $15.00 per image – the general public 
         $5.00 per image – UW system students, faculty, and staff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 
Arrangement Pattern 

 
All the images are arranged country wise. Countries are arranged alphabetically. 
 
                  As for example, 

                      
 

 
Remarks 

 
High quality JPEG Images available from the UWM Libraries Digital Collections 
website may be copied by individuals or libraries for personal use, research, teaching 
or any “fair use” as defined by copyright law. A JPEG file can be downloaded (at no 
charge) by clicking on the “download” button at the upper right hand corner of the 
image and saving to the local computer. 
 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 American Institute of Indian Studies - Photo Archive  

( http://dsal.uchicago.edu/images/aiis/index.html) 
 

 AGSL Digital Photo Archives - Asia and Middle East  
( http://collections.lib.uwm.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/agsphoto) 
 

 
Date of Access 

 
April 13, 2017 
 


