
 
Name of the Tool 
 

 
British Library Images Online 

 
Home Page 

 

 
 

 
Logo 

 

 
 

 
URL 

 
https://imagesonline.bl.uk/?service=page&action=show_page&name=about-
page&language=en 

 
Subject  

  
United Kingdom – Photograph collections 
United Kingdom – Images 

 
Accessibility 

 
Free (Once online purchase has been confirmed users can immediately download a 
JPEG copy of image.) 

 
Language 

 
English 

 
Publisher 
 

 
The British Library Board 

 
Brief History 
 

 
Subject to research 

 
Scope and Coverage 

 
The British Library holds over 150 million items including the King's Library, 
manuscripts, rare books, musical texts, maps, illustrations, drawings, paintings and 
photographs spanning almost 3000 years. 



 
Kind of Information 

 
Images Online is the Picture library of the British Library, the national library of the 
United Kingdom. 
 
Images Online provides instant access to thousands of the greatest images from the 
British Library's collections. Offering unparalleled access to the vast array of 
"Treasures" of the British Library including Shakespeare's First Folio, the manuscript 
of Charlotte Bronte's Jane Eyre and Thomas Hardy's Tess of the D'Urbervilles, 
Leonardo da Vinci's Notebook, Handel's Messiah, Lewis Carroll's Alice's 
Adventures Under Ground [in Wonderland] as well as sacred texts such as the Sultan 
Baybars' Qur'an, the Lindisfarne Gospels, and the Golden Haggadah. Images related 
to all these texts are available to license via Images Online. 
 
Historical texts are just one source of their stunning images. Antiques, antique maps, 
furniture, architecture, anthropological artefacts, glass, ceramics, and many many 
others also feature in the collection. 
 
They add to Images Online on a daily basis through picture research and from 
ongoing projects within the Library. 
 
Images are displayed as below in  British Library Images Online 
 

       
 

 
Special Features 

 Images Online is a completely digital service, supplying digital images of the 
highest quality for reproduction and display. Their team of imaging technicians 
ensure that the highest standards are maintained from image to image, working in 
a fully colour managed environment. 
 

 Both quick and advanced search facilities are there. 
Advanced Search: The 'Advanced Search' option allows you to search by 
additional search options either 
individually or combined. Click on 
'Advanced Search' in the 
navigation bar running across the 
top of the screen. 



 
Quick Search:  At any point whilst in the system, if you want to do a new search 
you can enter your search criteria into the white 'Quick Search' box and click the 
'GO' button or push the enter key. 

                              
The Quick Search box allows to search in a very flexible way. Clicking 'Quick 
Search' without entering any text will show all images in the photo library. The 
newest images will appear first. Users can freely enter any number of words within 
the 'Quick Search' field. They can use Boolean operators, i.e. AND, OR, NOT with 
multiple keywords. 

 
Arrangement Pattern 

 
All the images are arranged under three broad categories. Under these three 
categories some sub categories are also available. 
 

                
 

 
Remarks 

 
Available through Images Online, their extensive image bank of high quality 
imagery reflects the vast British Library collections available to inspire designers, 
editorial, and creative industries around the world. 
 
Images of the British Library Images Online are used worldwide by a wide range of 
organisations including: Book publishers, National newspapers, TV production 
companies, Advertising and design agencies, Greetings card companies, Museums, 
Theatre companies, Graphic designers, Magazine publishers, Motion picture 
production companies. 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 Pictures collection of National Library of Australia  

( https://www.nla.gov.au/what-we-collect/pictures) 
 Photographic Archive of National Library of New Zealand  

( https://natlib.govt.nz/collections/a-z/photographic-archive) 
 

 
Date of Access 
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