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URL 

 
https://natlib.govt.nz/collections/a-z/photographic-archive 

 
Subject  

  
New Zealand – Photograph collections – Archives 
New Zealand – Images 

 
Accessibility 

 
Free (Requires an approval to purchase for a high resolution download which can 
take up to 10 working days.) 

 
Language 

 
English 

 
Publisher 
 

 
National Library of New Zealand 

 
Brief History 
 

 
The Photographic Archive forms part of the Alexander Turnbull Library collections. 
It was started in the late 1930s and continues to grow as a visual record of New 
Zealand and its people. 



 
Scope and Coverage 

 
The Photographic Archive holds images of New Zealand and the Pacific from the 
1850s to the present. It includes around 5 million prints, negatives, transparencies 
and other photographic formats. 
 

 
Kind of Information 

 
The Archive holds photographs taken by professional photographers as well as the 
work of ordinary New Zealanders who have documented their lives, families and 
communities. 
 
The collection is strong in the following areas: 

 Māori life, people and activities 
 cities and towns of New Zealand 
 the New Zealand Wars 
 New Zealanders in the two World Wars and other international conflicts 
 Samoa, Tonga, Fiji, Cook Islands and other parts of the Pacific 
 Antarctica and the Sub-Antarctic Islands, including the expeditions of Scott, 

Shackleton and the Ross Sea Committee 
 photographs from the Evening Post, Dominion, The Press, and other 

newspapers 
 prominent New Zealand photographers of the 19th and 20th centuries, 

including Daniel Beere, Tyree Studio, Leslie Adkin, John Pascoe, Ans 
Westra, Samuel Carnell, Irene Koppel and William James Harding 

 portraits of New Zealanders from all walks of life, representing many ethnic 
and social groups. 
 

Users can send a request to order a copy or send an enquiry after open an image. 
Details of the images are provided with Example of an image from this site, 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
Special Features 

 
 Search this site for descriptions of items in the Photographic Archive. Not all 

items are described online. If anyone can’t find what they are looking for, they 
can ask a librarian. 

 Basic and advanced both search facilities are there to search the archives. 
 Images can be filtered in different ways, such as, by subject, by date, by 

creator. 

 
Arrangement Pattern 

 
Images are arranged categorically. A chronological 
order is also there where users filter their search by 
date. 
 
                                   
 
 
 
 

 
Remarks 

 
It archives photographs from New Zealand and the Pacific from the 1850s to the 
present. So who have the interests on New Zealand can use this site for the images.  
 
Users can copy any item for personal use, share it, and post it on a blog or website. It 
cannot be used commercially without permission; users can ask them for advice. If 
reproducing any item, please maintain the integrity of the image (i.e. don't crop, 
recolour or overprint it). 
 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 Pictures collection of National Library of Australia  

( https://www.nla.gov.au/what-we-collect/pictures) 
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