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Brief History 
 

 
American Water Works Association (AWWA) is an international non-profit, scientific 
and educational association founded to improve water quality and supply. AWWA 
establishes in 1881. In reviewing the success of the Safe Drinking Water Act after 1974, 
senior EPA officials cite the vital role that AWWA played as kind of a non‐threatening 



meeting ground, particularly at the local level. .  In 1908, AWWA began developing 
industry standards for products, processes and best practices. The AWWA Standards 
Program is recognized internationally as a source for scientific and management 
reference resources for the water community. 

 
 
Scope and Coverage 
 

 
AWWA has a membership (as of 2012) of around 50,000 members worldwide. AWWA 
members include: water utilities, treatment plant operators and managers, scientists, 
environmentalists, manufacturers, academics, regulators, and others with an interest in 
water supply and public health. AWWA works through advocacy, communications, 
conferences, education and training, science and technology, and local action among 43 
AWWA Sections throughout North America. Currently, there are over 150 AWWA 
Standards covering filtration materials, treatment chemicals, disinfection practices, 
meters, valves, utility management practices, storage tanks, pumps, and ductile iron, 
steel, concrete, asbestos-cement, and plastic pipe and fittings. 
 

 
Kind of Information 
 

 

The website provides excel file which provides list of standards. List gives information 
like standard’s name, title, year of publishment, key words related to the standard, 
committee, product number, member price and nonmember price. New and revised 
standards are also highlighted in the webpage and by entering that standards one can 
found information like the full title, publisher name, catalogue numbers, media type, 
number of pages, and coverage of the standard. The entry also provides list of another 
related standards. 

 
 
Special Features 

 
 To broaden distribution of information on water and related subjects, AWWA 

publishes the periodicals Journal AWWA and Opflow. 
 
 AWWA also publishes a variety of books, training manuals, standards, reports 

and videos for use by water professionals and others. 
 
 The Association also hosts an annual conference and exposition for the entire 

organization each summer in North America.  
 

 Through the Partnership for Safe Water AWWA also works with the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency and other water organizations to help 
water providers optimize system performance beyond existing regulatory levels. 
 

 AWWA presents a number of awards every year to individuals who provide 
notable service to the drinking water community. Among the major awards 
given are the Abel Wolman Award of Excellence and the George Warren Fuller 
Award. 

 
 
Arrangement Pattern 

 
In the excel sheet, the standards are listed according to the titles of the standards. The 
standards are arranged alphanumerically. 



 

  

 

 

 
 
Remarks 

 
For more than 100 years AWWA has developed voluntary standards of minimum 
requirements, materials, equipment and practices used in water treatment supply. They 
are used by thousands of manufacturers, distributors and facilities worldwide to ensure 
the highest quality products and service. 
 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 Manufacturers Standardization Society (MSS) Standards  

            (https://msshq.org/Store/index.cfm) 
 
 American Society for Testing Materials (ASTM) International Standards 

(https://www.astm.org/) 
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