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Brief History 
 

 
The Intelligence Cycle is the process by which information is acquired, 
converted into intelligence, and made available to policymakers.  The 
Central Intelligence Agency was established on 26 July 1947 and officially 

9. 



began operating on 18 September 1947. Finally effective 1 October 1947.  
The Factbook was first made available on the Internet in June 1997. 

 
Scope and Coverage 

 
The World Factbook also known as the CIA World Factbook is a reference 
resource produced by the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) with almanac-
style information about the countries of the world. The World Factbook 
provides information on the history, people, government, economy, 
geography, communications, transportation, military, and transnational 
issues for 267 world entities. This tool covers various reference tab includes: 
maps of the major world regions, as well as Flags of the World, a Physical 
Map of the World, a Political Map of the World, a World Oceans map, and a 
Standard Time Zones of the World map. The official print version is 
available from the National Technical Information Service and the 
Government Printing Office. This print version provides a two- to three-page 
summary of the demographics, geography, communications, government, 
economy, and military of each of 267 international entities including U.S.-
recognized countries, dependencies, and other areas in the world.  
 

 
Kind of Information 

 
For a particular country CIA Factbook provides different information under 
different heading, such as history, people, government, economy, energy, 
geography, communications, transportation, military, and transnational. 
Again within a main heading (people, government, economy, geography 
etc.) more information available in details.  Some examples are given below 
through screen shot. 
 
For country India 
 

              
 
 
For a particular country, first of all flag of that country, political map and 
some photographs of that particular country are appeared (screen shot given 
above). 
 
 
 



 

 
 

(Not complete) 
 

(Not complete) 
 



 
In this tool a strong appendices supplies abbreviations, international 
organization & groups, selected international environmental agreements. 
Also cross reference list of countries data code, geographic names, 
hydrographic codes etc. Examples are given below. 
 
Abbreviations 
 

 
 
International Organization & Groups 
e.g.  
 

 
   
In CIA, under heading “References” various information available under 
some areas like Regional and world maps, Flags of the world, Gallery of 
covers, Definitions and Notes, Guide to countries profiles, Guide to countries 
comparisons, The world fact book user guide. Some examples as follows:   
 
Regional and world maps 
 

 

(One can retrieve images in JPG or PDF format) 



Flags of the world 

 

 
 
Special Features 

 
 Current different news are available under the heading “What’s new” 

option. 
 Links to social networking site like Facebook, Twitter etc. RSS Feed 

also present. 
 Information about different offices of CIA. 
 FAQ present. 
 Blog available. 
 Types of many videos are present within CIA video centre. 
 Career and internship related information present.  
 Contact and feedback facility available. 
 A kids’ zone present, that serves various links regarding parent-child, 

games for 0-5th, 6-12th grade etc.  
 

 
Arrangement Pattern 

 
In CIA World Factbook list countries are arranged in alphabetical order. 
  

   

   
 
“Flags of the World” category also represents its information according to 
alphabetical order.  
 



 

 

 
Remarks 

 
The World Factbook is available in the form of a website that is partially 
updated every week. It is also available for download for use off-line. 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 The United Nations Demographic Yearbook 

(http://unstats.un.org/UNSD/Demographic/products/dyb/dyb2.htm) 
 

  The United Nations Statistical Yearbook 
(http://unstats.un.org/unsd/publications/statistical-yearbook ) 
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