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Brief History 
 

 
As a nodal agency of various Central and State level entities who 
produce and disseminate statistics, the Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation has been bringing out this yearbook 
from 1968 onwards. The yearly publication previously called as 
Statistical Abstract, is aimed at producing consolidated reports 
on diverse socioeconomic indicators to meet the data 
requirements of various sectors. 



 
Scope and Coverage 

 
The volumes are rich with all India and state level time series 
data, cross sectional data with commentaries indicating global 
and domestic environment, Government policies and 
interventions that shape various sectors, international 
comparisons, historical trends and current performance. 
References and sources of data are provided. To contextualize 
the performance of various sectors in India, chapter wise 
commentary has been suitably modified to include global and 
domestic scenario, Government policies and interventions that 
mould various sectors, international comparisons, historical 
trends etc besides the current performance of the country. 
Considering the huge size of the content and also to reduce the 
carbon footprints, this yearbook publication has been made 
available online at www.mospi.nic.in. 
 
The publication provides data not only on various facets of the 
economy of the country, but also vital developmental aspects of 
the country like its housing, health, infrastructure, tourism and 
crime. 
 

 
Kind of Information 

 
At the home page of the Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation the latest yearbook, namely “Statistical Year 
Book, India 2016” is found. To access yearbooks of preceding 
years, one has to input the search “Statistical Year Book, India” 
with the year (e.g. 2015, 2014, 2013) s/he needs to find. 
Each chapter of a concerned yearbook is arranged serially at the 
homepage of the yearbook. A chapter opens up to a page 
showing the subsections of the chapter. The information on the 
subsections are contained in Excel files linked to the titles of the 
subsections. 
 
Example is  given below: 
 
A chapter in the yearbook “ India, G20 and the world”(Chapter 
1)  is divided into the below mentioned areas:  
 
Export Growth And Share In World Export: India And Other 
Countries (1.1), Human Development Index And Its 
Components (1.2), Area, Population and Income Of G-20 
Countries (1.3), Human Development Index And Its 
Components : G - 20 Countries (1.4) etc.  
 
The first subsection, “Export Growth And Share In World 
Export : India And Other Countries ” contains table of data 
(Table 1.1) in an MS-Excel file depicting export growth of 



countries and their share in world export in descending order. 
The table is designed with the name of the country and their year 
wise value of growth in US$ Billion, growth rate in percentage, 
CAGR (Compound Annual Growth Rate), share in the world 
exports in percentage and change in share. Countries are 
arranged in order of their export growth and share in world 
exports. In the Table 1.1 China is placed at the top of the table 
for its highest growth in the export. One can find the value of the 
export growth of China, 1202 and 1578 US$ Billion  
in the year 2009, 2010 respectively, the CAGR of 1993 and 2000 
to 2008 being 25.4 and 24.4. Growth rate in percentage for year 
2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 (Jan – June) is 17.3, -15.9, 31.3, 24.0 
respectively. Sources of information are available with each 
table. 
 
Access to the commentaries on the global and domestic 
environment, government policies and interventions shape 
various sectors, international comparisons, historical trends and 
current performance are not available. 
 

 
Special Features 

 
 Data tables are available in Excel files. The user can easily 

organize the data as per requirements. 
 

 Link to the list of officers and staff associated with the 
publication of the yearbook. 

 
 

 Data driven yearbook. 
 
 

 
Arrangement Pattern 

     
Each yearbook can be found separately through internet search 
with the title and the particular year of the yearbook (Statistical 
Yearbook India 2015). 
 
The topics of a yearbook are mentioned chapter wise with serial 
numbers. The topics are arranged as per the editor’s discretion. 
The chapter  “ India G 20 and The World” has been described 
through the following subsections arranged thematically: 
 
1.1Export Growth And Share In World Export : India And Other Countries 
1.2 Human Development Index And Its Components, 1.3Area, Population 
And Income Of G-20 Countries, 1.4Human Development Index And Its 
Components : G-20 Countries 
 
Each subsection then opens up to an Excel file containing tables 
of data as shown below: 



 

 

 

                 

 

                                

 

 

 

 
Table heading: Export (Goods) Growth and Share in World Exports : India 
and G-20 Countries  
Merchandise Exports- G20 Countries 
 

 
Remarks 

 
This yearbook is a consolidated report on the diverse 
socioeconomic areas indicative of the country’s progress. It is 
really a rich resource of data that details all aspects of 
development of the country. 
 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 China Statistical Yearbook 

(http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/ndsj/2014/indexeh.htm) 
 

 Statistical yearbook on candidate countries 
(http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-statistical-
books/-/KS-AG-03-001) 
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