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Brief History 
 

 
In the year 2000, the publication started its journey aiming to provide 
the most important statistical information about welfare and health 
and the system of social and health services in Finland. 
 

 
Scope and Coverage 

 
The Statistical Yearbook contains the key statistical data on social 
welfare and health care, grouped according to themes. The data are 
presented in the form of time series, with the data on the last year in 
the times series classified according to region or hospital district. The 
section on monitoring indicators at the end of the Statistical Yearbook 
facilitates monitoring of national programmes in the social welfare 
and health care sector. The yearbook is specially designed to be used 
in social and health care administration, development and research. 
 

 
Kind of Information 

 
The yearbook begins with an outline of social welfare and health care 
trends in Finland in the past few years. It is organized according to 
themes defined by phases of life and by service sector. A summary of 
follow-up indicators is provided at the end of the yearbook. 
 
The yearbook is thoroughly filled with statistical data represented 
through short paragraphs, tables and graphs. In a section named 
“Services for children and families”, the domains of “Child day care”, 
“Child welfare” and “Maintenance allowance” have been described. 
The “Child day care” section says about the number of children of a 
specific age group, staying in municipal day care facility, its 
numerical difference with children within family care, the amount of 
children increased in day care with reference to previous year. 
 
The language of the yearbook comes in Finnish, Swedish and English 
language consecutively, i.e. each section of the book is found in all 
the three language in consecutive pages. At the end of a section 
graphical representation of the mentioned statistical data are 
provided. Following is an example: 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
Explanation of symnbols, Definition of terms including diseases, 
services, explanation of concepts, description of data sources, maps, 
regional classification etc are provided at the last of the yearbook. 
Some specimens of the said items are mentioned next: 
 
 
Definition 
 
Exercise: For the purposes of the School Health Promotion Study, people who do 
little or no exercise that leaves them out of breath are defined as those people who, 
in the course of a week, usually do one hour, half an hour or no exercise at all that 
leaves them out of breath. For the purposes of the study on Health Behaviour and 
Health among the Finnish Adult Population, people who do little or no exercise are 
defined as those who did atleast half an hour of exercise that made them hot and out 
of breath, but no more than once a week. For the purposes of the study on Health 
Behaviour and Health among the Finnish Retirement-Age Population, people who 
do little or no exercise or walking are defined as those who, in the course of a week, 



walked outdoors for no more than half an hour and did exercise other than walking 
(e.g. skiing, cycling, swimming, gymnastics, team sports, dancing)  no more than 
23 times a month for at least half an hour. 
 
Sources 
Access to services in specialised health care. THL. The statistics contain data by 
specialty on waiting times for admission to elective treatment, waiting times for 
assessment of the need for treatment as well as on referral processing times in 
hospital districts and specialised health care units in primary health care. The 
statistical report has also data on waiting times for the most common groups of 
surgical procedures. Data are collected three times a year and published in 
electronic database reports. Data have been collected from hospital districts since 
December 2007 and from specialised health care units in primary health care since 
December 2008. 
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Regional Classification 
 



 
 
 

 
Special Features 

 
 Downloadable, printable pdf file with bookmarking facility. 

 
 Link to Facebook, Google Plus, LinkedIn, Twitter, Slideshare. 

 
 Publication details including span of time for the collected 

data and next publication date. 
 

 Link to overview of the latest edition of the yearbook on the 
yearbook homepage. 
 

 Access to statistical information on welfare and health in 
Finland (www.Sotkanet.fi) and Official Statistics of Finland 
(http://www.tilastokeskus.fi/meta/svt/index_en.html). 
 

 Information on other yearbooks published by THL (The 
National Institute for Health and Welfare), e.g.-  Yearbook on 
young people’s living conditions, Yearbook of Alcohol and 
Drug Statistics etc. 
 

 Option for Blogging in THL – Blogi. 
 

 Press release and news with RSS feed found from the link 
“What’s New”. 

 
 

 
Arrangement Pattern 

     
By clicking the links in the following way from the homepage of the 
THL, the yearbook can be reached: “Statistics - > Statistics by Topic 
- > Statistical publications. 



 
The yearbook is provided in pdf format and arranged in all the three 
Finnish, Swedish and English language in successive pages. 
 
The content of the yearbook is designed thematically as per the 
editor’s choice. Under each theme the subthemes are placed. E.g. –  
 
Mental health services ..................................................38  
 
Alcohol, drugs and addiction .................................... 39  
Alcohol and drugs .....................................................42  
Tobacco ..................................................................43 
  
Primary health care and specialised health care ............. 44 
 Primary health care .......................... 46  
Specialised health care ..........49  
Hospital benchmarking..................51 
Access to services in specialised health care .............52 
 
Content list of all the figures found within the text are mentioned 
separately with theme and title of the table. Example given below: 
 
 
FIGURES 
 
Population by age group 1990−2060............21 
Number of deliveries and legal induced abortions, 1950−2014..........23 
Child day care, 1997−2014................28 
Children and young persons placed outside the home, 1991−2014...... 30 
 
 
All the tables are placed after the main body of text. List of tables 
provided at the content page are arranged chronologically under 
various themes in the following way: 
 
Tables 
 
Population 
 
1. Population by age group at year-end, 1995 – 2014...................79 
2. Population by age group at year-end, 1995 – 2014, % ...................79 
3. Mean population by age group, 1995 – 2014 ...............80 
4. Population projection by age group for 2020 –2060...........80 
5. Population projection by age group for 2020 – 2060, %......80 
6. Population by region at the end of 2014 and population projection for 2030..... 81 
 
 
Indicators, Definitions, Classifications and sources are found at the 
very end of the yearbook. 
 
 



 

 

 

                 

 

                                

 

 

 
Remarks 

 
The yearbook is designed especially for experts and decision makers. 
It is also a very good training material in the area of social and health 
care. Well presented statistical data with associated items make it a 
very useful tool for development works and studies. 
 

 
Comparable Tools 

 
 Social work and Social welfare yearbook 

(http://dev.quabook.com/view?filename=Social.Work.And.So
cial.Welfare.Yearbook.zip&q=Social+work+and+social+welf
are+yearbook) 

 
 Social welfare – Yearbook 

(http://www.yearbook.gov.hk/2011/en/pdf/E10.pdf) 
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